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Chapter Four—Mrs. Dalloway
Thesis—Through Mrs. Dalloway, Woolf delivers her diatribe against a superficial society that lacks depth in human relationships. 

I. Hugh Whitbread—symbolic of mental servility to plumed authority and of unnatural loyalties

A. He was almost too well dressed always, but presumably had to be, with his little job at Court. (Dalloway 7)

B. manner and breeding of English gentlemen (Dalloway 8)

C. “read nothing, thought nothing, feel nothing”, “a perfect specimen of the public school man”, “a great snob.” (Dalloway 110-11)

D. Lady Bexborough with the telegram in her hand, John, her favorite, killed (Dalloway 5) v.s. the dark van with unknown greatness

II. Miss Kilman—possessive love and corrupt religiosity 

A. Religion serves as a means of escape from her gnawing anger and hatred.    

“Bitter and burning…’ (Dalloway 188)

B. Having tea with Elizabeth: “if she could grasp her…”  (Dalloway 199)

C. Mackintosh, inimical to water, the closed condition of her mind that does

not allow any rain of grace to reach her parched heart.

III. Dr. Holmes and Sir William Bradshaw—symbols of compensatory neatness, proportion, and order.

A. They stand for that aspect of human nature which Septimus thought was going to catch him. “For the truth is…” (Dalloway 135), “human nature is on you…” (Dalloway 148)

B. Proportion and Conversion. (Dalloway 150-51)

C. greyness, grey car (Dalloway 142), grey-haired (Dalloway 144), grey furs and silver grey rugs, grey room, symbolic of his insensitivity to human suffering.

IV. Peter, Sally, Septimus—the adventurous, the unconventional, and the visionary in society.

A. Peter was interested in “Wagner, Pope’s poetry, people’s character eternally, and the defects of her soul” (Dalloway 9). Sally used to read Morris, Plato, and Shelley. Septimus read Shakespeare and Dante—represent that class of educated men and women who made Dr. Bradshaw feel uncomfortable (Dalloway 147). 
B. Peter was able to see through Clarissa’s worldliness, “perfect hostess” (Dalloway 10) and judge correctly the faults and failings of Richard and Hugh—the minority of intelligentsia who are aware of the shortcomings of modern society.

C. Sally had “a sort of abandonment as if she could say anything, do anything” “walking without a penny in her pocket, one night after dinner”(Dalloway 48) “She forgot her sponge and ran along the passage naked”(Dalloway 50)— symbol of freedom-loving rebels who break the rigid senseless conventionalities.

D. Septimus—symbolic act of defiance, of refusal to be dominated and exploited.

V. Characters reflect conditions and state of mind

A. Clarissa—privacy of soul. Refuse to marry Peter. Like the old woman (Dalloway 283).

B. time and surrounding

1. early morning—youth

2. gardens—Clarissa’s and Rezia’s girlhood. 
3. countryside—Norfolk for Richard and fresh air for Elizabeth.

4. Peter’s knife—his various emotions and attitudes of mind. 

5. green dress—Clarissa’s personality.

